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When? 30 January 2022
Who is being elected? All 230 members of the Assembly
of the Republic
Why? After the proposed 2022 budget was rejected by
the Assembly in October 2021, the President announced
a snap election.
Who is leading the polls? (Politico/Kalman)

Socialist Party (S&D) 37%
Social Democratic Party (EPP) 32%
Enough (ID) 7%
Left Bloc (GUE/NGL) 6%
Unitary Democratic Coalition (GUE/NGL) 5%
Liberal Initiative (RE) 4%
People-Animals-Nature (Greens/EFA) 2%
FREE (Greens/EFA) 1%
CDS-People’s Party (EPP) 1%

System of government: Unicameral semi-
presidential republic
Electoral system: Proportional representation, no
electoral threshold in law (but de facto thresholds due to
division into electoral districts)
Elections and covid-19:

Voters infected with covid-19 are allowed to vote in
person. Specific hours are recommended to separate
them from non-infected voters.
Advance voting is permitted. Postal voting is not.
Voting abroad is possible via Portuguese embassies
and consulates.

Independence of the judiciary: Both GRECO and
the European Commission in the Rule of Law
report have raised concerns regarding the
independence of the Portuguese judiciary. Issues
relate to the system for judicial appointments
and for allocating cases to judges, the hierarchy
within the prosecution service, the composition
of the High Councils, and the “revolving doors”
between the judiciary and the executive.

Corruption: In the past decade, Portugal has
made no significant progress in Transparency
International’s Corruption Perception Index,
despite the enactment of several anti-corruption
packages over the years and a recent National
Anticorruption Strategy. Grand corruption is
often not effectively prevented or detected. The
lack of resources and a very complex judicial
system hamper the processing of cases for years,
increasing the sentiment of injustice and
impunity.

Freedom House Freedom in the World 2021:
Score 96/100, free (7/27 in the EU)
World Justice Project Rule of Law Index 2021:
Score 0.70/1.00, (16/27 in the EU)
RSF World Press Freedom Index 2021:
Rank 9/180 (5/27 in the EU)
TI Corruption Perception Index 2021:
Rank 69/180 (27/27 in the EU)
Eurobarometer on Independence of Judiciary 2021: 42%
of polled Portuguese rate the justice system in Portugal
negatively in terms of the independence of courts and
judges (35% EU average)
Implementation of leading ECtHR judgments:
49 % pending from the last 10 years (45 % European
average)

Further information
Previous DRI analysis:
Country Report: The Rule of Law in Portugal  (2020)
Further reading:
EU COM rule of law report on Portugal
Eurobarometer on corruption
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